
§ 73-9-13--OFFICERS OF BOARD; DUTIES AND POWERS

The State Board of Dental Examiners shall each year elect from their number a
president, vice president and secretary-treasurer to serve for the coming year and until their
successors are qualified.  Only dentist members of the board may hold the offices of
president and vice president.  The board shall have a seal with appropriate wording to be
kept at the offices of the board.  The secretary and the executive director of the board shall
be required to make bond in such sum and with such surety as the board may determine. 
It shall be the duty of the executive director to keep a complete record of the acts and
proceedings of the board and to preserve all papers, documents and correspondence
received by the board relating to its duties and office.

The board shall have the following powers and duties:

(a) To carry out the purposes and provisions of the state laws pertaining to
dentistry and dental hygiene, and the practice thereof and matters related
thereto, particularly Sections 73-9-1 through 73-9-117, together with all
amendments and additions thereto.

(b) To regulate the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene and to promulgate
reasonable regulations as are necessary or convenient for the protection of
the public; however, the board shall not adopt any rule or regulation or
impose any requirement regarding the licensing of dentists that conflicts with
the prohibitions in Section 73-49-3.

(c) To make rules and regulations by which clinical facilities within institutions,
schools, colleges, universities and other agencies may be recognized and
approved for the practice of dentistry or of dental hygiene by unlicensed
persons therein, as a precondition to their being excepted from the dental
practice act and authorized in accordance with Section 73-9-3(g) and (h).

(d) To provide for the enforcement of and to enforce the laws of the State of Mis-
sissippi and the rules and regulations of the State Board of Dental Ex-
aminers.

(e) To compile at least once each calendar year and to maintain an adequate list
of prospective dentist and dental hygienist appointees for approval by the
Governor as provided for elsewhere by law.

(f) To issue licenses and permits to applicants when found to be qualified.

(g) To provide for reregistration of all licenses and permits duly issued by the
board.

(h) To maintain an up-to-date list of all licensees and permit holders in the state,
together with their addresses.

(i) To examine applicants for the practice of dentistry or dental hygiene at least
annually.



(j) To issue licenses or duplicates and reregistration/renewal certificates, and
to collect and account for fees for same.

(k) To maintain an office adequately staffed insofar as funds are available for the
purposes of carrying out the powers and duties of the board.

(l) To provide by appropriate rules and regulations, within the provisions of the
state laws, for revoking or suspending licenses and permits and a system of
fines for lesser penalties.

(m) To prosecute, investigate or initiate prosecution for violations of the laws of
the state pertaining to the practice of dentistry or dental hygiene, or matters
affecting the rights and duties, or related thereto.

(n) To provide by rules for the conduct of as much board business as practicable
by mail, which, when so done, shall be and have the same force and effect
as if done in a regular meeting duly organized.

(o) To adopt rules and regulations providing for the reasonable regulation of ad-
vertising by dentists and dental hygienists.

(p) To employ, in its discretion, a duly licensed attorney to represent the board
in individual cases.

(q) To employ, in its discretion, technical and professional personnel to conduct
dental office sedation site visits, administer and monitor state board exami-
nations and carry out the powers and duties of the board.


