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W
elcome to the June 2005 edition of the Dental
Digest.  The primary focus of this edition will
be amendments made to Board Regulation 29
(administration of anesthesia) and adoption of
new Board Regulation 61 (mobile dental

offices).  These regulations, as well as amendments to
Board Regulation 41 (continuing education) are
featured in our “Regulation Highlight” section.  Also,
don’t miss the article concerning the Board’s clinical
licensure examinations, inasmuch as the Board will be
accepting and administering national clinical dental and
dental hygiene licensure examinations beginning Sep-
tember 2005.  As always, you will want to review
“Things to Note,” as this section contains a variety of
information useful to our licensees and permit holders. 
Additionally, the Board’s forms, laws, regulations,
newsletters, examination manuals, databases, sta-
tistics, frequently asked questions, etc., may be found
on our web site (http://www.msbde.state.ms.us). 
Enjoy the newsletter, and, as always, feel free to con-
tact our office if you have any questions.
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A
s part of its legislatively-mandated regulatory re-
sponsibilities, the MSBDE must enforce the laws
of this State and enact any regulations neces-
sary to ensure consistent and ethical compliance
with these laws.  Accordingly, when deemed ap-

propriate and as a means of establishing uniform
policies for all dental professionals in Mississippi, the
MSBDE enacts and/or amends regulations.  Whenever
a regulation is enacted or amended, it must be filed
immediately with the Mississippi Secretary of State and
is not considered approved until thirty (30) days after
filing.  At that time, a "final filing" must be effected with
the Mississippi Secretary of State, and the adopted or
amended regulation becomes final thirty (30) days after
that filing date.

As a regular feature of the Dental Digest, the
MSBDE highlights regulations that have been
amended/enacted.  Since the June 2004 newsletter,
the MSBDE has amended Regulations 29 and 41 and
has adopted Board Regulation 61, which regulates
mobile dental offices.  When possible, regulations have
been reprinted in their entirety; however, depending on
the amendments, a synopsis for some regulations may
be provided for your review. A fee of $10.00 per copy
is charged for bound copies of the Mississippi Dental
Practice Act and the Board's rules and regulations;
however, copies of individual regulations may be
obtained by calling or writing the Board's office.  Also,
copies of the Board’s laws and regulations may be
obtained on its web site (http://www.msbde.state.
ms.us) either in Adobe Acrobat or HTML format.  Just
click on the “Laws & Regulations” button and select
how you wish to view or print a current copy of the
Board’s laws and regulations.

BOARD REGULATION NUMBER 29
ADMINISTRATION OF ANESTHESIA

On November 19, 2004, the Board amended Regulation
29 to extend the grandfathering date to June 30, 2005 for
licensees applying for Enteral Conscious Sedation Permits. 
On January 7, 2005, the Board again amended Regulation 29
to eliminate any confusion as to the regulation’s definitions,
those licensed Mississippi dentists who must obtain Enteral
Conscious Sedation Permits, and the required didactic hours
and clinical patient cases to obtain Enteral Conscious
Sedation Permits.  Please review the “Things to Note” section
for a more detailed explanation of these amendments.  This
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regulation is not being reprinted in this newsletter but is
available on the Board’s web site (http://www.msbde.
state.ms.us).

BOARD REGULATION 41
CONTINUING EDUCATION

On August 6, 2004, the Board amended Regulation 41 to
allow continuing education credit for a maximum of four (4)
hours of computer-based, home study, or correspondence
courses over the two-year reporting period for licensed
dentists and dental hygienists.  Also, on November 19, 2004,
the Board amended Regulation 41 to stipulate that dentists
must obtain a minimum of twenty (20) hours of clinical
continuing education and dental hygienists a minimum of ten
(10) hours of clinical continuing education for the two-year
reporting period.  Additionally, the dental hygiene fines for
non-compliance with Board Regulation 41 were revised to be
identical to those fines for dentists failing to comply with this
regulation.  Please review the “Things to Note” section for
more details concerning these most important amendments.
This regulation is not being reprinted in this newsletter but is
available on the Board’s web site (http://www.msbde.state.
ms.us).

BOARD REGULATION 61
MOBILE DENTAL OFFICES

On February 25, 2005, the Board adopted Regulation 61
to stipulate requirements for mobile dental offices/portable
dental operations in the State of Mississippi.  Furthermore, on
May 6, 2005, the Board amended this regulation to further
stipulate that agencies of the State of Mississippi operating
mobile dental offices/portable dental operations that DO NOT
charge or collect any fees whatsoever for services rendered
are exempt from the requirements of this regulation.  Board
Regulation 61, as adopted and as amended, is being re-
printed in its entirety in this newsletter.

Purpose:  To establish requirements for licensees
operating mobile dental facilities or portable dental
operations within the State of Mississippi, all pursuant
to Miss. Code Ann. § 73-9-13.

1. Applicability

This regulation applies to the Operator of a mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation who: 

a. provides dental services; and 

b. does not have a physically stationary office in
the city or county where the services are pro-
vided.

2. Exemptions

Mobile dental offices and portable dental operations
operated by agencies of the State of Mississippi
which do not charge or collect any fees whatsoever
for services provided are exempt from the
requirements of this regulation.

3. Definitions

As used herein, the following terms shall have the
meanings specified:

a. “Mobile dental facility or portable dental opera-
tion” means any self-contained facility in which
dentistry will be practiced, which may be
moved, towed, or transported from one location
to another. 

b. “Operator” means the person licensed to
practice dentistry in the State of Mississippi and
who has registered a mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation with the Board pur-
suant to the registration requirements of this
regulation.

4. Registration

a. In order to operate a mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation, the Operator must be
an individual who is authorized to practice
dentistry under the laws and regulations of this
State, and must possess a current mobile
dental office registration issued by the Board.

b. To become registered, the Operator must: 

(1) Complete an application in the form and
manner required by the Board. 

(2) Provide the Board with evidence of compli-
ance with the requirements of this regula-
tion.

(3) With the registrant’s initial application to the
Board, submit proof from the Mississippi
State Board of Health that licensee’s radio-
graphic equipment has been approved.

5. Office Physical Address and Telephone Number

a. The Operator of a mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation shall maintain an offi-
cial business or mailing address of record
(hereinafter “official office address”), which shall
not be a post office box and which shall be filed
with the Board.

b. The Operator of a mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation shall maintain an
official telephone number of record, which shall
be filed with the Board.  Furthermore, the tele-
phone number for the mobile dental facility or

District I annual meeting from left-to-right:  Thurmond Beasley,
DDS, Robin H. Campassi, DMD, J. Walt Starr, Jr., DMD, and
Walter D. Diaz, DDS
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portable dental operation must have 911 capa-
bility.

c. The Board shall be notified within thirty (30)
days of any change in the address or telephone
number of record. 

d. All written or printed documents available from
or issued by the mobile dental facility or port-
able dental operation shall contain the official
office address and telephone number of record
for the mobile dental facility or portable dental
operation. 

e. When not in transit, all dental and official
records shall be maintained at the official office
address.

6. Written Procedures, Communication Facilities,
Conformity with Requirements, and Driver Require-
ments

The Operator of a mobile dental facility or portable
dental operation shall ensure the following: 

a. There is a written procedure for emergency
follow-up care for patients treated in the mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation, and
such procedure includes arrangements for trea-
tment in a dental facility that is permanently
established in the area where services were
provided.

b. With the registrant’s initial application, the
Board must be provided a list of names of
dentists to whom the Operator of the mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation will
refer patients for follow-up care, subject to the
patient’s right to choose another dental care
provider.  This list shall contain the dentist’s full
name, physical office address, telephone
number, and an attached statement from each
dentist so listed indicating that the dentist will
be responsible for follow-up care.  The list shall
be updated when changes are made insofar as
follow-up care dentists are concerned.

c. The mobile dental facility or portable dental
operation has communication facilities that will
enable the Operator thereof to contact neces-
sary parties in the event of a medical or dental
emergency. The communication facilities must
enable the patient or the parent or guardian of
the patient treated to contact the Operator for
emergency care, follow-up care, or information
about treatment received. The provider who
renders follow-up care must also be able to
contact the Operator and receive treatment
information, including radiographs. 

d. The mobile dental facility or portable dental
operation and the dental procedures performed
comply with the laws and regulations of the
State.

e. The driver of the mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation possesses a valid
Mississippi driver’s license appropriate for the
operation of the vehicle.  A copy of the driver’s
licenses of all drivers of the mobile dental
facility or portable dental operation must be
submitted with the Operator’s initial application
to the Board.

f. No services are performed on minors without a
signed consent form from the parent or
guardian, which indicates:

(1) if the minor already has a dentist, the parent
or guardian should continue to arrange
dental care through that provider; and 

(2) the treatment of the child by the mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation
may affect the future benefits that the child
may receive under private insurance, Medi-
caid; or the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP). 

g. A mobile dental facility or portable dental
operation that accepts a patient and provides
preventive treatment, including prophylaxis,
radiographs, and fluoride, but does not follow-
up with treatment when such treatment is
clearly indicated, is considered to be aban-
doning the patient. Arrangements must be
made for treatment services by either the
Operator or other licensee who agrees to
provide follow-up care.  If such arrangements
are not made, the Operator will be construed to
have committed unprofessional conduct pur-
suant to Miss. Code Ann. § 73-9-61 and shall
be subject to disciplinary action by this Board.

7. Physical Requirements and Inspection for Mobile
Dental Facility or Portable Dental Operation

a. The Operator shall ensure that the mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation has
the following: 

(1) Ready access to a ramp or lift; 

(2) A properly functioning sterilization system;

(3) Ready access to an adequate supply of
potable water, including hot water;

(4) Ready access to toilet facilities; and

District II annual meeting, from left-to-right:  Charles G. Purifoy,
DDS, Robin H. Campassi, DMD, Eleanor A. Gill, DMD, Shannon
P. Patterson, DMD, and A. Roddy Scarbrough, DMD
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District III annual meeting, from left-to-right:  A. Roddy
Scarbrough, DMD, John J. Hodge, DMD, Artis E. Knight, DDS,
Mark D. Williams, DMD, and W. Mark Donald, DMD

(5) A covered galvanized, stainless steel, or
other noncorrosive container for deposit of
refuse and waste materials.

b. All procedures must be in compliance with the
current Recommended Infection-Control Prac-
tices for Dentistry as published by the federal
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC).

c. The mobile dental facility or portable dental
operation shall be inspected by a Board mem-
ber or a staff evaluator prior to receiving ap-
proval to operate by the Board.

d. Once approved the mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation shall be subject to
periodic, unannounced audits by any Board
member or a staff evaluator.

8. Identification of Personnel, Notification of Changes
in Written Procedures, and Display of Licenses

a. The Operator of a mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation shall identify and
advise the Board in writing within thirty (30)
days of any personnel change relative to all
licensed dentists and licensed dental hygienists
associated with the mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation by providing the full
name, address, telephone numbers, and
license numbers, where applicable. 

b. The Operator shall advise the Board in writing
within thirty (30) days of any change in the
written procedure for emergency follow-up care
for patients treated in the mobile dental facility
or portable dental operation, including arrange-
ments for treatment in a dental facility which is
permanently established in the area. The
permanent dental facility shall be identified in
the written procedure.

c. Each dentist and dental hygienist providing
dental services in the mobile dental facility or

portable dental operation shall prominently
display his or her Mississippi dental or dental
hygienist license in plain view of patients.

9. Identification of Location of Services

a. Each Operator of a mobile dental facility or
portable dental operation shall maintain a
written or electronic record detailing for each
location where services are provided: 

(1) the street address of the service location; 

(2) the dates of each session; 

(3) the number of patients served; and 

(4) the types of dental services provided and
quantity of each service provided. 

b. The written or electronic record shall be made
available to the Board or its representative
within ten (10) days of a request.

c. Each mobile dental facility or portable dental
operation must possess all applicable county
and city licenses or permits to operate at each
location.

10. Licensed Dentist in Charge

A mobile dental facility or portable dental operation
shall at all times be in the charge of a dentist
currently licensed to practice dentistry in the State
of Mississippi.  A dentist currently licensed to
practice dentistry in the State of Mississippi shall be
present at all times when clinical services are
rendered.

11. Information for Patients

a. During or at the conclusion of each patient’s
visit to the mobile dental facility or portable
dental operation, the patient shall be provided
with an information sheet. If the patient has
provided consent to an institutional facility to
access the patient’s dental health records, the
institution shall also be provided with a copy of
the information sheet. An institutional facility
includes, but is not limited to, a long-term care
facility or school. 

b. The information sheet as required herein shall
include the following: 

(1) Pertinent contact information as required by
this regulation;

(2) The name of the dentist and other dental
staff who provided services;

(3) A description of the treatment rendered, in-
cluding billed service codes and fees
associated with treatment, and tooth num-
bers when appropriate; and

(4) If necessary, referral information to another
dentist as required by this regulation.

12. Cessation of Operation

a. Upon cessation of operation by the mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation, the
Operator shall notify the Board within thirty (30)
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days of the last day of operation in writing of the
final disposition of patient records and charts.

b. If the mobile dental facility or portable dental
operation is sold, a new registration application
must be filed with the Board. 

c. Upon choosing to discontinue practice or ser-
vices in a community, the Operator of a mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation shall
notify all patients and dispose of all records in
compliance with the requirements set forth in
the Principles of Ethics and Code of Profes-
sional Conduct published by the American
Dental Association (ADA) and Board regu-
lations.

d. The Operator shall make reasonable arrange-
ments with the active patients of the mobile
dental facility or portable dental operation for
the transfer of the patient’s records, including
radiographs or copies thereof, to the suc-
ceeding practitioner or, at the written request of
the patient, to the patient. 

e. As used in this section, “active patient” applies
and refers to a person whom the mobile dental
facility or portable dental operation has
examined, treated, cared for, or otherwise con-
sulted with during the two-year (2) year period
prior to discontinuation of practice, or moving
from or leaving the community.

Regulation Sixty-One adopted by the Mississippi State
Board of Dental Examiners on February 25, 2005;
amended May 6, 2005.

T
he Mississippi State Board of Dental Examiners
(MSBDE) has elected to administer national uni-
form dental and dental hygiene clinical licensure
examinations beginning September 2005.  These
examinations will replace the traditional dental

and dental hygiene clinical licensure examinations
administered during May or June each year by the
MSBDE.  These national examinations, currently being
developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners
(ADEX), will be known as the American Dental Li-
censing Examination (ADLEX).

The ADLEX for dentistry will be delivered in an inte-
grated format as five (5) independent sections which
are scheduled during appropriate curriculum check-
points. There will be multiple opportunities for retake
prior to a candidate’s graduation; thus, intervening re-
mediation for failures is possible.  The dental clinical
skills sections are:  Prosthodontics, Endodontics, Re-
storative Dentistry, Periodontics, and Applied Diagnosis
and Treatment Planning.  The Prosthodontics and En-
dodontics sections are mannequin-based, simulated
patient treatment examinations offered during the
candidate’s junior year in dental school. The Restora-
tive Dentistry and Periodontics sections are patient-
based examinations administered during the second
half of the candidate’s senior year in dental school, and

patients chosen for these examinations should be the
patients of record for the candidate, with restorative
treatment performed within an appropriate treatment
plan. The Applied Diagnosis and Treatment Planning
section is a computer-based examination administered
during a candidate’s senior year in dental school.  The
candidate’s performance on each ADLEX section will
be provided to both the candidate and the dental school
to be utilized for appropriate remediation, should such
remediation be required.  Specific content for each of
the dental sections is as follows:

! The mannequin-based Prosthodontics section con-
sists of a posterior three-unit bridge preparation
and an anterior full coverage preparation on tooth
number 9.

! The mannequin-based Endodontics section con-
sists of full endodontic treatment on tooth number
8 and an endodontic access preparation on an up-
per first molar.

! The patient-based Restorative Dentistry section
consists of a Class II Amalgam preparation and
restoration and a Class III Composite preparation
and restoration.

! The patient-based Periodontics section consists of
the identification and removal of calculus on 12
surfaces on 6 to 8 teeth which must meet certain
criteria.

! As previously noted, the Applied Diagnosis and
Treatment Planning section is a computer-based
examination.

The ADLEX for dental hygiene will consist of two (2)
sections:  Patient Assessment, Scaling, and Plaque/
Stain Removal; and Treatment Standards.  The Patient
Assessment, Scaling, and Plaque/Stain Removal
section includes an assessment of professional skills
and knowledge; oral evaluation; periodontal probing;
dentition; and scaling, which also includes treatment
selection, plaque/stain removal, and tissue
management.  The Treatment Standards section
includes an assessment of infection control, record-
keeping, patient management, and professional de-

District IV annual meeting, from left-to-right:  Joseph S. Young,
DMD, Eleanor A. Gill, DMD, M. Lewis Grubbs, DMD, A. Roddy
Scarbrough, DMD, Ms. Connie Lane, and Robin H. Campassi,
DMD
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meanor.  As with the dental clinical licensure exami-
nation, the dental hygiene clinical licensure exami-
nation is administered during the second half of a
candidate’s final year in dental hygiene school.

Licensure examinations administered by inde-
pendent third parties, i.e., legislatively mandated
dental/dental hygiene regulatory agencies, assure that
candidates successfully demonstrate certain dental and
dental hygiene critical competencies before being
licensed to practice in individual states.  ADEX Presi-
dent, Dr. Scott Houfek, is quoted as saying:  “We are
thrilled and excited that the dental boards from 43
states, 3 of the 4 regional dental testing agencies, and
several of the independent state testing agencies have
already expressed support for this effort.”  National
dental and dental hygiene licensure examinations will
enhance public protection in dentistry by establishing
uniform testing standards.  National examinations also
can improve licensee mobility by allowing dentists and
dental hygienists greater freedom of movement to
practice in different states.  Please feel free to contact
the MSBDE office for questions regarding ADLEX.

Submitted by William T. O’Brien, III, D.D.S.
District VI Board Member

K As mentioned in the “Regulation Highlight” section,
at its meeting on January 7, 2005, the Board
amended Board Regulation 29 (administration of
anesthesia) to eliminate confusion as to the regu-
lation’s definitions, those licensed Mississippi
dentists who must obtain an Enteral Conscious Se-
dation Permit, and the required didactic hours and
clinical patient cases to obtain an Enteral Con-
scious Sedation Permit.  The following section re-

garding Enteral Conscious Sedation Permits was
amended to read:

No licensed dentist shall use enteral con-
scious sedation in his/her office on an out-
patient basis for dental patients, unless
such dentist possesses a permit of authori-
zation issued by the Board.  For example,
conscious sedation can be achieved
through inhalation agents and/or multiple
doses of oral medications.  Regardless of
the enteral technique utilized, a dentist must
have a permit to sedate a patient beyond
anxiolysis.

Also, other than successfully completing an ADA-
accredited post-doctoral training program or grand-
fathering, a licensed Mississippi dentist MUST
successfully complete a Board-approved course by
showing proof of completion of fifty (50) didactic
hours and ten (10) clinical patient cases to obtain
an Enteral Conscious Sedation Permit.  No fewer
hours/clinical patient cases will be accepted.

K At its November 19, 2004 meeting, the Board was
requested to issue determinations as to several
questions concerning enteral conscious sedation. 
The Board determined that if a licensed Mississippi
dentist is seeking to achieve a level of anesthesia
beyond anxiolysis, which may or may not include
multiple dosing, the dentist will be required to
obtain an Enteral Conscious Sedation Permit.  If a
dentist is administering a one-time dose within the
maximum allowed dosage, the dentist does not
have to obtain an Enteral Conscious Sedation Per-
mit. 

K As noted in the “Regulation Highlight” section, at its
August 6, 2004 meeting, the Board amended Board
Regulation 41 to allow continuing education credit
for a maximum of four (4) hours over the two-year
reporting period of computer-based, home study,
and correspondence courses.  Also, these courses
MUST be approved by any one or more of the
organizations listed in Sections 2 and 3 of Board
Regulation 41, and they MUST contain a post-study
examination which MUST be successfully
completed by the dentists and dental hygienists,
copies of which MUST be maintained in a licen-
see’s continuing education file.

K At its meeting on November 19, 2004, the Board
again amended Board Regulation 41 to require that
licensed Mississippi dentists and dental hygienists
obtain a minimum number of clinical continuing
education hours during the two-year reporting
period.  Dentists are required to obtain a minimum
of twenty (20) clinical continuing education hours
over the two-year reporting period, and dental
hygienists are required to obtain a minimum of ten
(10) hours of clinical continuing education over the
same period.  Clinical continuing education is
defined as “personal attendance at clinical
courses pertaining to the actual delivery of
dental services to patients.”  Attendance at CPR,
ACLS, PALS, or other Board-approved anesthesia
courses MAY count toward the required hours of
clinical continuing education.  Also, the fines for
dental hygienists were revised to be equal to those
for dentists:  1st offense, $500 fine; 2nd offense, 
$1,000 fine plus 30-day license suspension; and
3rd offense, $5,000 fine plus 6-month license sus-
pension.

District V annual meeting, from left-to-right:  Alvin L. Felts, Jr.,
DDS, Eleanor A. Gill, DMD, Frank L. Conaway, Jr., DMD, A.
Roddy Scarbrough, DMD, Ms. Connie Lane, and Robin H.
Campassi, DMD
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K Did you know the Board is available to give pre-
sentations to study clubs, etc., for continuing
education credit?  These are fairly comprehensive
presentations that provide information concerning
the Board’s structure, legislatively-mandated re-
sponsibilities, regulations, determinations, and
other items of interest for attendees.  Feel free to
contact the Board’s office if you are interested in
scheduling a presentation for any dental, dental
hygiene, or dental assistant meeting.

K If you sponsor a dental study club that gives
continuing education credit, don’t forget that your
dental study club MUST be approved/recognized
by the Mississippi Dental Association (MDA) and
that it MUST be registered with the MDA on an
annual basis.  Otherwise, continuing education
credit given to attendees at these dental study club
meetings MAY NOT count toward fulfilling the
continuing education requirements stipulated by
Board Regulation 41.

K At its November 19, 2004 meeting, the Board be-
gan researching the feasibility of allowing licensed
Mississippi dental hygienists, solely under the direct
supervision of licensed Mississippi dentists, to ad-
minister local anesthesia.  The licensed Mississippi
dental hygienist would be required to obtain the ap-
propriate education and training and subsequently
apply to the Board for a permit to administer local
anesthesia.  According to the Board’s research,
some 30+ states allow dental hygienists to ad-
minister some form of anesthesia.  Furthermore,
even if a licensed Mississippi dental hygienist holds
a permit to administer local anesthesia, the dental
hygienist would not administer local anesthesia
unless the licensed Mississippi dentist decides this
is appropriate for his/her office.

K The following determinations have been made by
the Board regarding appropriate procedures per-
formed by dental auxiliaries:
( Licensed Mississippi dental hygienists, under

the direct supervision of licensed Mississippi
dentists, MAY administer Oraqix, a form of
dental topical anesthetic, both supragingivally
and subgingivally; however, dental assistants
MAY NOT administer this product.

( The Board reiterated its position that dental
auxiliaries MAY NOT carve and pack amal-
gams and place matrix bands.

K The Board determined that it is within the scope of
practice for licensed Mississippi dentists to utilize
the OraQuick Advance Rapid HIV 1/2 Antibody
Test; however, it is NOT an appropriate mechanism
for advertising.

K All advertisements MUST contain the full name and
degree of the dentist(s) providing services.  Also, if
any services are listed in the advertisement, the ad-
vertisement shall state either “general practice,”
“general dentistry,” or the American Dental Asso-
ciation recognized specialty for which the individual
has been issued a Mississippi specialty license. 
The word “family” may be substituted for the word
“general.”

K If a dentist advertises under any name other than
his/her own name and degree, i.e., a corporate/
trade name, that corporate/trade name MUST be
approved by the Board prior to any such ad-
vertising.  Also, as previously noted, the dentist
MUST ensure the advertisement contains his/her
full name and degree.

K Dental auxiliaries who have direct patient care re-
sponsibilities, regardless of the frequency of these
responsibilities, MUST at all times maintain a cur-
rent certification in CPR.  Even if a dental auxiliary’s
primary function is administrative in nature (e.g.,
filing insurance, managing the front desk or the
overall office, etc.), and that dental auxiliary
performs chairside assistance on an as-needed
basis, that dental auxiliary still MUST maintain
current certification in CPR.

K Annual renewal is just around the corner!  Re-
newal notices will be mailed the last week of
August for the 2005-2006 renewal period.  Renewal
occurs September 1 through October 31, followed
by a two-month penalty phase.  Furthermore, all li-
censes/permits not renewed on or before De-
cember 31 will be voided on January 1, 2006 for a
failure to re-register.  Look for information con-
cerning possible biennial/on-line renewal with this
year’s renewal forms.

District VI annual meeting, from left-to-right:  William T.
O’Brien, III, DDS, Ms. Leah Diane Howell, and Shannon P.
Patterson, DMD

March 2005 meeting of the American Association of Dental
Examiners in Chicago, IL, from left-to-right: Thurmond
Beasley, DDS, Ms. Leah Diane Howell, Rhonda C. Harper,
RDH, and William T. O’Brien, III, DDS 
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A
s the Mississippi State Board of Dental Exami-
ners is a legislatively-mandated regulatory
agency, its meetings are open to the public. 
However, due to the confidential and/or sensitive
nature of certain aspects of the Board's

business, the Board may vote to go into "Executive
Session."  Also, no items will be added to the agenda
of any Board meeting as of one week prior to the date
of that meeting.  All meetings are held at Suite 100, 600
East Amite Street, Jackson, Mississippi; however,
please call the office prior to any meeting to verify the
correct date and time.  You also may check the Board’s
web site (http://www.msbde.state.ms.us) to verify
Board meeting and other dates by clicking the “Im-
portant Dates” button.  The following are dates for
Board meetings through December 2005 and the first
ADLEX manikin examination:

August 5, 2005
September 17, 2005 (ADLEX--Manikin)

October 21, 2005
December 2, 2005

Please visit the Board’s web site to familiarize your-
self with upcoming dates for Board-approved radiology
permit seminars.  Seminars are offered through Gulf
Coast Community College, Hinds Community College,
Louisiana State University, Meridian Community Col-
lege, Northeast Mississippi Community College, and
Pearl River Community College.  Remember that no
one, other than a currently licensed Mississippi dentist
or dental hygienist, may administer radiographs in the
dental office without first obtaining a radiology permit
from the Board.

33 11 4 3 0

86

272

0

100

200

300

Licenses/Permits Issued
07/01/2004 through 06/30/2005

Dental/Provisional

Specialty

General Anesthesia

Parenteral Sedation

Enteral Sedation

Dental Hygiene

Radiology Permits

January 2005 MSBDE continuing education presentation
to Gulf Coast Dental Hygiene Component, from left-to-
right:  Marsha L. Parker, RDH, Janet B. McMurphy, RDH,
Linda Z. Zakkak, RDH, Rhonda C. Harper, RDH, Jason R.
Estep, RDH, Amy P. Ladner, RDH, and Tammy S. Gambill,
RDH

Attendees at the January 2005 MSBDE continuing education
presentation to the Gulf Coast Dental Hygiene Component

Page 8



MSBDE BOARD MEMBERS

Marion Lewis Grubbs, D.M.D., President
District IV, Jackson

Alvin L. Felts, Jr., D.D.S., Vice-President
District V, Pascagoula

John Walter Starr, Jr., D.M.D., Secretary
District I, Columbus

Thurmond Beasley, D.D.S.
State-at-Large Dentist, Tupelo

James A. Bounds, D.M.D.
District III, Laurel

Rhonda C. Harper, R.D.H.
State-at-Large Dental Hygienist, Pass Christian

William T. O’Brien, III, D.D.S.
District VI, Natchez

Robert L. Smith, Jr., D.D.S.
District II, Hernando

MSBDE STAFF

Leah Diane Howell
Executive Director

Debbie K. Burton
Secretary-Administrative Confidential

Vera G. Holloway
Special Projects Officer IV

Linda A. King
Licensing Officer, Professional

Karen S. Wilson
Licensing Investigator Supervisor

Vacant Position
Licensing Investigator IV

Vacant Position
Purchasing Agent II

T
he following report on disciplinary actions covers the period June 9, 2004 through June 30, 2005.  According
to State law, investigations by the Board are confidential until official action is taken.  The following is merely
a summary of each disciplinary action taken and should not be interpreted as a complete statement of all
facts and matters involved in each docket.  Also, the Board typically includes several provisions in its orders
which may not be summarized here.  Although great care has been taken to ensure accuracy of the in-

formation provided hereafter, inadvertent errors may appear, and no entity should initiate an adverse action against
a dentist, dental hygienist, or radiology permit holder based solely on the following information.  Rather, the reader

Board member, Thurmond Beasley, DDS, receiving his
30-year voluntary continuing education plaque from
Mississippi Dental Association President, Robin H.
Campassi, DMD, at the January 2005 District I annual
meeting
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should request a copy of the Board's order ($5.00 per copy) prior to making any decisions affecting licensees. 
Further, it should be noted that the names of persons herein provided may be similar to the names of persons who
have not had disciplinary actions or corrective measures taken by the Board.  A Consent Order is a negotiation
between the Board and the licensee and is a procedure for resolution of a disciplinary action without the necessity
of a formal hearing, and a voluntary surrender of a license has the same effect as a full revocation.

z     z     z     z     z     z

Ackerman, D.M.D., Peter L.; Ocean Springs, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-021
Allegation: Failure to document 40 hours continuing education, failure to provide CPR certification for dental

auxiliaries with patient care responsibilities, and failure to provide current radiology permits for dental
assistants who take radiographs, all during 2001-2003 compliance audit.

Date/Action: 08/06/2004
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure future compliance with CE/CPR regulations; $500.00 fine; $115.00 costs.

Burton, Jr., D.D.S., Charles H.; Greenville, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-028
Allegation: Failure to provide CPR certification for dental auxiliaries with patient care responsibilities during 2001-

2003 compliance audit.
Date/Action: 08/06/2004
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure future compliance with CE/CPR regulations; $500.00 fine; $110.00 costs.

Dunn, D.D.S., Frederic B.; Gulfport, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-034
Allegation: Pled nolo contendere to a crime that relates to practice of dentistry; i.e., Medicaid fraud.
Date/Action: 05/06/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Five (5) year license suspension automatically stayed pending certain probationary

terms/conditions, i.e., successfully complete Board-approved CE concerning dental legal and ethical
issues within one (1) year from date of Order; submit proof of CE/CPR; practice under periodic surveil-
lance by Board which may perform patient chart review regarding billing, etc.; $1,500.00 fine; $3,650.00
costs.

Ferguson, R.D.H., Clair Baker; Brandon, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2005-002
Allegation: Failure to document 20 hours continuing education during 2001-2003 compliance audit.
Date/Action: 02/25/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure future compliance with CE/CPR regulations; $250.00 fine; $107.00 costs.

Germany, D.M.D., Jonathan D.; Brandon, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2005-012
Allegation: Failure to state “general practice” or “general dentistry” when listing services.
Date/Action: 05/06/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure all future advertisements comply with regulations; submit proof of CE/CPR;

$50.00 fine; $115.00 costs.
Gibson, R.D.H., Roberta; Laurel, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-023

Allegation: Failure to document 20 hours continuing education during 2001-2003 compliance audit.
Date/Action: 08/06/2004
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure future compliance with CE/CPR regulations; $250.00 fine; $120.00 costs.

Grissom, D.M.D., Heatherly Henson; Brandon, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-088
Allegation: Failure to include dentist’s name in advertisement; failure to state “general practice” or “general

dentistry” when listing services.
Date/Action: 02/25/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure all future advertisements comply with regulations; submit proof of CE/CPR;

$100.00 fine; $120.00 costs.
Grissom, D.M.D., Jason Scott; Brandon, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-087

Allegation: Failure to include dentist’s name in advertisement; failure to state “general practice” or “general
dentistry” when listing services.

Date/Action: 02/25/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure all future advertisements comply with regulations; submit proof of CE/CPR;

$100.00 fine; $120.00 costs.
Guillot, III, D.M.D., Walter L.; Gulfport, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-074

Allegation: Failure to include full name and degree of practitioner providing services on two (2) billboard adver-
tisements.

Date/Action: 01/05/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure all future advertisements comply with regulations; submit proof of CE/CPR;

$100.00 fine; $115.00 costs.
Henry, R.D.H., Reba Renee; Lucedale, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2005-003

Allegation: Failure to document 20 hours continuing education during 2001-2003 compliance audit.
Date/Action: 02/25/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure future compliance with CE/CPR regulations; $250.00 fine; $107.00 costs.

Holt, D.M.D., Edwin Love; Woodville, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-060
Allegation: Failure to include dentist’s name in advertisement.
Date/Action: 11/19/2004
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure all future advertisements comply with regulations; submit proof of CE/CPR;

$50.00 fine; $200.00 costs.
McInteer, D.M.D., Braden Lee; Madison, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2004-089

Allegation: Failure to include dentist’s name in advertisement; failure to state “general practice” or “general
dentistry” when listing services.

Date/Action: 02/25/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure all future advertisements comply with regulations; submit proof of CE/CPR;

$100.00 fine; $120.00 costs.
Palmer, R.D.H., Allison Dees; Philadelphia, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2005-001

Allegation: Failure to document 20 hours continuing education during 2002-2004 compliance audit.
Date/Action: 02/25/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure future compliance with CE/CPR regulations; $250.00 fine; $107.00 costs.

Posey, D.D.S., Halsey D., West Point, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2005-004
Allegation: Failure to document current CPR during 2002-2004 compliance audit.
Date/Action: 02/25/2005
Disposition: Consent Order.  Ensure future compliance with CE/CPR regulations; $500.00 fine; $107.00 costs.

Rayborn, W. L., Brookhaven, MS; MSBDE Docket No. 2002-037
Allegation: Practicing dentistry without a license.
Date/Action: 12/02/2004
Disposition: Chancery Court Order.  Immediately cease practicing dentistry; remove all signs, etc.; post new $5,000.00

performance bond with State; $5,000.00 fine as forfeiture of previous bond; $1,072.00 costs to Board.
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